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THE COLD STONE. 


** YT is a cold day for thee, my girl, to be fitting upon a cold 
ftone,” faid Sir William D——, as he went out of his 
houfe, toa poor woman who fat weeping on the fteps of it.— 
** Alas! Sir (faid fhe), my heart is as cold as the ftone ;” but 
the old Baronet’s was as warm asthe fan, and the anfwer of 
this poor creature affected it.—** And what are thy diftrefles,”’ 
faid he.—** I came, Sir (faid fhe), but yefterday in the waggon 
from the country, in crder to get a fervice in town, and went to 
the houle of an aunt, who had, laft year, promifed to get me a 
place ; but I found fhe was dead, and her hufband had married 
again! He was, indeed, difpofed to reccive me with kindnefs ; 
but the woman, fiading I was a relation of his firit wife, flew 
into aviolent paffion, and drove me out of doors. It was now 
night, and I endeavoured to find my way back to the inn, but 
in vain, having forgotten the name of it. So as I was walking 
about enquiring for a lodging, two men, with long ftaves, told 
me they would {oon find me one, and carried me, with fome vio- 
lence, to a place they called ** The Round. Houfe,” where, 
under the pretence uf letting me go, they got from me all the 
money | had brought with me. Here I remained ali night in 
the utmoft diftrefs, and the next morning I was carried before a 
juftice of the peace asa common proltitute; and God knows I 
am as innocent of proftitution as the babe that fucks at its mo- 
ther’s breaft. ‘The juttice heard my ftory, and difmifled me; 
Vou. VIL. 203. 3 P bur 
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but my money was all gone, my bundle of clothes was purloined 
from me, and there was nothing left for me, but to beg my way 
back to my own village. This I was determined to do; when, 
finding myfelf faint with fatigue, fafting, and forrow, I fat me 
down on this ftone to repofe, and, as I fear, to die.—I have in- 
deed (continued fhe) a brother fomewhere in London, but in 
uch a great place, it is not poflible for me to find him.” 

Sir William immediately knocked at his door, ordered his 
houfekeeper to attend him, and bid her take all poffible care of 
the poor woman. She obeyed her mafter’s commands, took her 
into her room, and adminiltered every neceflary confolation.— 
The poor afflicted creature thought herfelf in Heaven, but, as 
fle fat eating a little broth, a fervant entered, and no fooner had 
her eyes met his, than fhe fell from her chair, This was her 
brother. 

The good old Baronet, finding her ftory trae, took her into 
his fervice, where fhe has every reafon to blefs the warm heart of 
her m after, and the cold ftone at his door. 





EPITAPH ON A WATCHsMAKER, 


ERE lies, in an Lorizontal pofition, 
‘The outfide cafe of 
Peter Pendulum, watch-maker, 
Whofe abilities in that line were an honour 
To his profeffion. 
Integrity was the main-/pring, 
And prudence the regulator 
Of all the aétions of his life. 
Humane, generous, and liberal, 
His band never flopped 
Till he had relieved diftrefs. 
nicely regulated were all his motions, 
That he never went wrong 
Except when fet a-going 
By people 
Who did not know 
His fey : 
Even then, he was eafily 
Set right again. 
He had the art of difpofing his time 
So well, 
That his ours glided away 


In one continual round 
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Of pleafure and delight, 
Till an unlucky minute put a period to 

His exiftence. 

He departed this life 

Wound up 
In hopes of being taken in hand 
By his Maker, 
And of being thoroughly cleaned, repaired, 
And fet a going, 
In the world to come. 





A Short View of the State of Knowledge, Literature, and 
Tafte, in Great Britain, from the Acceffion of King 
Henry the Fourth, to the deceffionof King Henry the 
Seventh, 


[From the New Annual Regifter for 1785.] 
[Continued from Page 465] ° 


ISTORY is fo natural a ftudy, and, indeed, is an object of 
fuch univerfal concern, that writers in it, of fome kind 
or other, will never be wanting, fo Jong as human beings are 
capable of holding a pen. Hiftorians, accordingly, the prefent 
period affords ; but not any can that can be put into compe- 
tition with a Matthew Paris,or a William of Malmefbury, Such 
as they were, they mult not, however, be omitted in a delinea- 
tion of the literature of the times. The firft place is undoubte 
edly due to Thomas Walfingham, a monk belonging to the 
abbey of St. Alban’s. ‘Two hittorical works were compoled by 
him, both of which were of confiderable extent. ‘The former 
was entitled ‘* A Hiltory of England :” the latter had Nore 
mandy for its particular fubject ; but an account could not be 
given of that country, without the inter{perlion of many circume 
itances which related to Englith affairs. 

Though Walfingham’s ityle is fufliciently defective, his Latie 
nity is not fo barbarous as that of many of his contemporaries. 
His chiet merit is, that, notwithitanding his abundant credulity, 
and his iniertion of many idle tories, he gives a more copious 
narrative of taéts than the other annalilts of that time, and zes 
cords things not elfewhere to be found. Upon the whole, the 
utility of his information, with reipect to the evenis he weats 
upon, is allowed to be of real importance. 
3P2 Tho.as 
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Thomas Otterbourne,a Francifcan friar, was the author of a 
Hiftory of England, from the fuppofed landing of Bratus tothe 
year 1420. The former part of the work is merely a compilation 
from older hiftorians, delivered in their own words. When 
the writer comes down to the times in which he himifelf lived, 
he conveys fome wleful intelligence. 

The Chronicle of John Whethamftede,abbot of St. Alban’s, 
comprizes Only twenty years, from 1441 to 1461, inclading the 
Jatter part of king Henry the Sixth’s reign. It was the princi- 
pal object of this hiftorian to relate the affairs of his own abbey; 
but to the recital of thefe are added original papers, and an ac. 
count of-various civil events, efpecially of the two battles-of St. 
Alban’s. 

Thomas de Elmham, prior of Linton, confined himfelf to the 
reign of king Henry the Fifth. On this he is full and particular, 
bot in a ftyle that is not at all capable of being reac with pleas 
fure. Neverthelefs, his work is fo far valuable, as much of the 
information it contains was derived from perfons of confequence, 
who had been fpeftators of many of the tranfaGions which they 
have enabled our hiftorian to record. 

An lialian, who came into England, and who was protected 
by Humphrey, duke of Gloucefter, was the author of a judici- 
ous epitome of Thomas de E]mham’s hiftory, to which alfo he 
made fome additions. Profefling to be an imitator of the great 
Roman hiltorian, Livy, he aflumed the name of Titus Livius, 
When we fay that he did not attain either the elevation of fen- 
timent or dignity of tile which fo eminently diftinguifhed the 
model he withed to follow, we fhall obtain full credit with our 
readers. 

The Annals of William of Worccfter, a native of Briftol, 
and a member of the aniverfity of Oxford, have little to recom- 
mend them in point of materials, and are contemptible, with 
regard to their mode of compofition. They are not, however, 
wholly deftitute of intelligence which cannot be drawn from 
any other fource, 

Notwithfianding the numerous faults and abfurdities of John 
Rous, the antiquary of Warwick, and which reduce him toa 
very low fcule in the lilt of writers, various things occur in him 
that throw a light on the tran{factions and manners of the times. 
In moit of the authors of this period, the fmall quantity of good 
ore which is to be met with, muit be extracted trom a diiguiting 
heap ot drois. 

‘Lo the hiflorians whofe works were compofed in Latin, we 
are to add the name of one who wrote in Englith, This was 
Robert Fabian, a merchant anc alderman of London, and cons 
fequently 
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fequently a member of acorporation which has produced a few 
literary men, and.in which many literary men are not, in the 
nature of the thing, tobe expected. His fituation, therefore, 
in life, efpecially confidering the age in which he exifted, may be 
regatded as giving a certain degree of celebrity to his hittorical 
charaéter. The chronicle which he compofed, and which was 
entitled by him the ‘* Concordance of Stories,” is intelligible 
in its language, and writren with fincerity. Befides the more 
public faéts which it includes, it contains a variety of particulars 
relative to the city of London. As Fabian’s work is carried 
down to the twentieth year of the reign of king Henry the Se- 
veneh, he may in part be confidered as belonging to a fubfequen* 
period, 

A few other hiforical names might be mentioned ; but we 
have as much enlarged upon the fubje& as is confiftent with the 
nature of our defign. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that we are not to look to the 
Englith hiftorians for the beft account of the public tranfactions 
of thisage. Foreign writers muft be applied to, as the moft co- 
pious fources of information. ‘To Froifart, Philip de Comines, 
and Monitrelet, recourfe mutt be had for the fulle{t, the molt in- 
terefting, and the molt entertaining intelligence concerning the 
political events and revolutions of our own country, 

There is no fituation of human affairs, however difagreeable 
and calamitous, which is not converted by divine providence to 
the produétion of fome advantage. Even the civil wars had their 
nfe, at leaft in one refpect, as they contributed to the declenfion 
of flavery. The contending parties, in order to carry on the 
purpofes of their ambition, and to fupply their armies with fuf- 
ficient forces were occafionally obliged to fet their bondmen at 
liberty. Some little enlargement of mind upon this fubject be- 
gan likewife to prevail, and experience ferved to convince oar 
anceftors by degrees, that agriculture and other fervices were 
better performed by hired labourers than by unwilling and refrac- 
tory flaves. It iscertain that, in the period we are writing of, 
their number confiderably decreafed ; and though this may be 
thought to have been priucipally a political event, yet, fo far as 
it might proceed from any jultice or liberality of principle, it 
deferyes to be noticed in ahiitory of the progrefs of knowledge 
and mental improvement. 

The circumitance of their being rival candidates for the 
cro..n was favourable to the tree form of our government. Our 
princes, in a fituation fo critical, being perpetually liable to be 
cait down from the throne, and ftanding in need of the fupport 
of as many of their fubjects as poflible, could not make, in ge- 
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neral, thofe ftrides in arbitrary power which they would proba 
bly have done if their claims and their authority had been more 
firmly eftablifhed. ‘The conftitution was not indeed greatly ale 
tered inthisage, and it muft he allowed that many irregulari- 
ties were permitted to continue ; but yet fome advantageous 
changes were introduced. The rights and qualifcations of elec. 
tors, efpecially of freeholders, were more accurately .afcertained; 
and the method of enacting laws was condutted with a precifion, 
an order, and a folemnity which had not hitherto been ob. 
ferved. Edward the Fourth, from his intimate conneétion with 
the court of Burgundy, had opened his mind toa difcernment of 
the benefits of commerce. Hence he became himfelf one of the 
greateft merchants in Europe, and pafled feveral excelleng atts 
for the regulation and encouragement of trade and manufac. 
tures. The ftatutes of Richard tae Third were the firft that 
were enacted in Englith, which alteration, while it was an accef- 
fion of honour to our native language, was favourable to the 
right condu& of political government, and to the better admie 
niltration of juflice. Upon the whole, amidft a variety of de- 
fecis which itll fubfifled, the conititution and laws of England 
were confiderably improved. The.other nations in Europe were 
not in a condition to be compared with us in this refpe&. ‘This 
point is ftrongly maintained by Fortefcue, and is teftified by au 
illuftrious foreign hiftorian {Philip de Comines], who declares 
it to be his opinion, that of all the ftates which he knew in the 
world, England was the country where the commonwealth was 
beit governed, and the people the leaft oppreffed. It muit be 
added, that, during the latter part of thefe times, the common 
Jaw of the kingdom was in eminent perfection. 

Avtdit the fcarcity of good writers, two lawyers greatly dife 
tinguilhed themfelves in this period. Thefe were Sir Thomas 
Litticton and the Lord Chief Juftice Forteicue. Sir ‘Thomas 
Litticton wrote the famous book on Englith Tenures, which 
wa. commented upon by Sir E¢ward Coke,and which is fo much 
flucied vy gentlemen of the profeilion. The ceiebrity and ofe- 
fuinels of tcis work have iubfifted to our own time ; and, note 
witiultanding the prodigious acceflion of ftatutes and reports, the 
large alterations both in the knowledge and practice of the law, 
an he accumulation of publications, Littleton, with Coke’s 
Cx catary, will ever continue to demand the attention and 
app.cule of our abieit advocates. 

an author, and among men of literature in general, For- 
tefcue wil! probab'y be regarded as entitled to ftili greacer com- 
mendations, daceed he appears with exiraordinary luitre, among 
the n ol ‘ age, in the character of a writer, He coms 
poled 
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pofed both in Latin and in his native tongue ; and the fubjects 
he treated upon, together with the fentiments which were de« 
livered by him concerning them, will always endear his memory 
to true Englifimen. In Latin he wrote upon the praifes of the 
laws of England, and in Englith onthe difference between an 
abfolute and limited monarchy. Iu thefe works he hath done 
juftice to the excellence of our conftitution and laws, and has 
fhewn himfelfto have been a firm friend to the caufe of liberty, 
His admirable tracts form an eternal anfwer to thofe who are 
willing to maintain that there was no freedom in this country 
previoufly to the laft century, or, as fome have afferted, even 
before the Revolution. 


[To be continued.]} 





Anecdotes of the late King of Pruffia. 


REDERIC, whofe chief pleafure was in the proficiency of 
Fk his troops in military difcipline, whenever a new foldier 
made his firft appearance in the guards, afked him three auettions, 
—The firft was, ‘* How old are you ?”—The fecond was, 
“* How long have you been in my fervice ?” as the guards were 
recruited out of the flower of the marching regiments.—The 
third was, ** Have you received your pay and clothing as you 
wifhed ??” 

A young Frenchman, who had been well difciplined, offered 
himfelf to enter the guards, where he was immediately ac- 
cepted, in confequence cf his experience in military tactics. 

The young recruit did not underftand the Pruffian language ; 
fo that his Captain informed him, that when the King faw him 
firft on the parade, he would make the ufual enquiries of him in 
the Pruffian language, therefore he muft learn to make the {uit- 
able anfwers, in the form of which he was inftructed. 

As foon as the King beheld a new face in the ranks, taking a 
lufty pinch of fnuff, he went up to him; and, unluckily for the 
foldier, he put the fecond quettion fir, ** How long have you 
been in my fervice ?”——The foldier anfwered, as he was in- 
ftru€ted, ** Twenty-one years, an pleafe your Majefty.” 

The King was itruck at his figure, which did not announce 
his age to be more than the time he anfwered he had been in 
his fervice. ‘* How old are you?” fays the King in a furprize. 
—One year, an pleafe your Majefty.” 

The King, ftill more furprized, faid, ** Either you or I mut 
be a fool !%—-The foldier, taking this for the third queition, re~ 
lative 
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lative to his pay and cloathing, fays, ** Both, an pleafe your 
Majetty.” 

«¢ This is the firft time (fays Frederick, ‘ftill more farprized), 
that I have been called a fool at the head of my own guards.” 

The foldier’s ftock of inftraction was now exhavfted, and 
when the Monarch ftill purfued the defign of unravelling the 
myftery, the foldier informed him, that he could fpeak no more 
German: ‘ but would anfwer in his native tongue, 

Here the King perceived the nature of the man’s fiteation, at 
which he laughed very heartily, and advifed the young man to 
apply himfelf to learning the language of Pruffia, and mind his 
duty. . 





IN one-of the private vifits which his Majefty was wont to 
pay his foldiers, he met a jolly fellow who had that evening des 
ferted the feryice of Mars for that of Bacchus. 

The King entering on difcourfe with him, faid, ‘* How are 
you able, out of your {mall ftipend, to make fo large an offering 
tothe God .of Wine? I aflure you, comrade, my pay is the 
fame as your’s, yet I can’t afford it, Pray tell me how you can 
do this?” 

** Give me your hand, my lad (replied the foldier) ; you feem 
an honeft fellow, and I’ll tell you the fecret, To day I have 
been drinking with an old acquaintance : it’s devilifh hard, you 
know, if one can’t take adrop now and then with a friend ; 
and on thele occafions, a day’s pay is but a fcanty allowance, 
fo L was obliged to make ufe of the old expedient.”—** What’s 
that 2”’=-** Why, to. pledge thofe of my accoutrements which I 
could beit {pare for a fhort time, A little frugality, will bring 
all even again, and then they may eafily be redeemed. This 
marning I parted with the blade of my fword. We fhall not 
have a field-day for fome time; I hhall not, gherefore, have any 
ufe for it.” ' 

The King obferved the man. clofely ; thanked him for the 
information, and then wifhed hima good night.—-The next day 
the troops received an unexpected fummons into thé field. The 
King pafled along the line, and recognizing his friend of the 
lait night, ordered him, and the next man on his right hand, 
from the ranks. They were both commanded to ttrip. 

«© Now (fays the King to his new companion) draw your 
fword, and itrike off that traitor’s head,” pointing to the other. 
—*‘* For Heaven’s fake, my liege, pardon me. ‘This man has 
been. my comrade for more than 1g years; and fhoald this cruel 
office be laid on me, I fhall never Know a moment’s peace here- 
after.” 
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after,”——The King was deaf to all entreaties.—‘¢ Since then, 
Sire, nothing I can fay can move you, I pray that God may be 
moved to work a miracle in my favour, and turn this into a 
wooden {word !”——He uttered this with a feeming fervour, and 
feigned the greateft aftonifhment when he foand it had hap. 

ned as he wifhed, 

The King, knowing the artifice, could not but admire the 
fellow’s ingenuity, and not only pardoned, but rewarded him. 





, 


A Pruffian Lieutenant-Colonel, whofe regiment had been 
difbanded at the end of the war of 1756, was conftantly foe 
liciting his Majefty to be again put upon the eftablifhment, and 
became fo troublefome, that he was forbidden the Court. 

Soon after a libel appeared againft his Majefty, and Frederic, 
however indalgent he was to tranfgreflions of this kind, was fo 
much offended with the audacity of this, that he offered a re. 
— of 50 gold Frederics to any perfon who would difcover the 
author. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel fent in his name td the King, fig- 
nifying that he had an important piece of information to give. 
—He was admitted. ** Sire, you oes promifed so gold Free 
derics to the perfon who would difcover the aathor of a late 
libel. Iam the man. I lay my head at your feet; but keep 
your royal word, and while you punih the criminal, fend to my 
poor wife and wretched children the fum you promifed to the 
informer.” 

His Majefty already knew who was the author of the libel. 
He was affected with the defperate extremity to which neceflity 
had obliged an otherwife eflimable officer to have recourfe ; but 
he had owned himfelf guilty. 

“© Go (faid the Monarch) inftantly to Spandau, and under the 
locks of that fortrefgy wait the effects of the juft'wrath of your 
Sovereign.” 

“© T obey, Sire (replied the LieutenanteColonel) ; but the 50 
gold Frederics.” 

** In ¢wo hours your wife fhall receivethem. Take this let 
ter, and deliver it to the Governor of Spandau ; but enjoin him 
not to open it till after dinner.” 

The Lieatenant-Colonel arrived at the dreadful caftle affigned 
him for his abode, and declared himfelf a prifoner. 

When the defert was upon the table, the Governor opened 
the letter, It contained thefe words :—*‘*‘ I give the command 
of Spandau to the bearer of this order. He wiil foon fee his 
wife and children arrive with the 50 gold Frederics, The pre. 
Vat. VIII. 203. 3Q {ent 
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fent Governor of Spandau will goto B——, in the fame quality, 
I beftow that recompenfe on him, in confideration of his fers 


vices. 
«* FREDERIC.” 





Tothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SIR, 

6 &- ileving aphorifms I wrote fome years fince for my 

own ufe: if you think them worthy a place in your, ufee 
ful and agreeable Entertainer, pleafe to infert them. If any 
one perfon fhall receive benefit from them, I fhall think myfelf 
happy, and my labour well recompenfed. 

I am, Sir, 
Yoor very humble fervant, 
HENRY PYE, 


Flufping, near Falmouth, Ofober 24, 1786. 





Twelve Aphorifms, worthy the Notice of all Chriftians. 


1. BEGIN every day with the warmeft and moft grateful 
thanks and praifes to Almighty God for his gracious prefervation 
and protection of thee the night paft; and with humble and 
ardent prayers for thé continuation of all his mercies and blef- 
fings the enfuing day. . 

2. Never do any thing in the dark that thou art afhamed to 
own in the light. 

3. Do nothing to any perfon that thou wouldeft not willingly 
have done to thyfelf. 

4. Say nothing in the loweft whifper that thou wouldeft bluh 
to {peak on the houfe-top, 

5+ Never do, fpeak, nor think, evil, in hopes of fecrefy ; for 
thy Creator and Judge Eternal fees all thy deeds and thoughts, 
and hears the mott filent whifpers of thy foul. 

6. Cheerfully aad thankfully embrace every opportunity of 
doing good to both the fouls and bodies of all thy fellow crea- 
tures (efpecially the former), and think thyfelf happy in every 
fuch opportunity. 

7. Say nothing infulting or {currilous ‘to any One on account 
of the meannefs of his appearance; for who knows but God 
(who fees not as man fees) may behold more piety, more virtue, 
° more 
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more true godlinefs in the perfon thou defpifeft, than ever was 
in thee ; and, confequently, effeem him more highly than thou 
thyfelf art efteemed by him. . : 

8. If thou doft hear evil fpoken of thy neighbour, let it die 
in thy bofom, unlefs the public good demands the knowledge of 
it: if thou doft hear him well fpoken of, report it in the matt 
fhining light, to ftir up others to.imitate his virtues. 

9. Dono wrong to any man, but’ rather take wrong to. thy- 
felf. If thou art wronged of a thilling, thou art only a hilling 
the worfe; but if thou doft, defignedly, wrong thy fellow crea- 
tureof a penny, thou difpleafeft him whofe difpleafure is infi- 
nitely worfe than the lofs of the whole world. 

10. Never do or fay any thing while in health and ftrength, 
that may pive thee pain or terror at the near approach of death, 
when thou wilt ftand in moft need of comfort. 

11. Remember that thou art indebted to God for every breath 
thou draweft ; therefore be carefal never to {pend one breath ia 
doing what is difpleafing to him, left he thould deny thee ano-~ 
ther, and call-thee hence in the:actual commiffion of fin! What 
then muft beconie of thy poor foul? 

12. Never let fleep clofe thine eyes at night, till thou hat 
ftriétly furveyed thy thoughts, words and actions the day paft, 
repenting and imploring God's pardon for whatever is amifs ; 
and blefling, praifing, and adoring him for all the good thou 
haft done; faids or conceived in thy mind co.do, as every good 
and perfect gift is from him only. 








Account of @ remarkable family living now at Haftings, in 
Suffex, of the name of Brown. 


HE father of this very extraordinary family is now 108 
years old: he buried his wife fome years ago at the age 

of 98, by whom he had 24 children, all twins; fixceen of thele 
were fons, and the ret daughters. Twenty-two of his children 
are now at home with him. The father meafures fix feet two 
inches high, and is withal lufty ; notwithftanding which, and 
his great age, he rode from sige to London (which is 63 
miles) ‘about ten weeks ago, in one day, upon a horfe that he 
had kept for his own riding for thefe twenty years pait, The 
father has lived a life of intemperance for the laft fifty years, 
having fcarcely ever gone to bed fober ; and one fon follows his 
fteps, as he has not been for thefe fifteen years free from intoxi- 
cation ja theevening, The father always brought his children 
3Q3% up 
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up to induftry ; and if he found any one averfe to work, he 
fent him-to fea. There were two of this difj ofition, whom he 
fent on’ board the Royal George, which was loft, but they were 
both preferved by fwimming upon one plank. The youngeft of 
the'24 children is upwards of 50 years of age. ‘He was married 
to awoman, by whom he had eight children, who were all 
likewife twins ; batwho, with the wife, died ‘within the {pace 
of five years, 





An AN ECD O TE, 


7HEN a ew eftablithment was fir granted to 

her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Amelia, the Lord 
Chamberlain had directions to fupply her with a fide-board of 
plate, and draw on the Treafory for the fam. The filverfmith 
accordingly attended, but her Highnefs flopped him thort juit as 
he was going to difplay his patterns, faying, ‘* Mine coot man, 
nevre mynde the fethion, cntly let ail the tings be sick and 


firong.” 





Anecdote of the late Lord Afbburton, when Mr. Dunning. 


HE complaints that have been made at timés of the very 

improper language which barriiters fometimes hold to 

perfons under examination in ¢ourts of jultice, foggelts the fol- 
lowing relation, which may be depended on asa fate 

Atatime when Mr. Dunning went the.wettern circuit, he 
was engaged in a canfe at Bodmin, in which all his eloquence 
and fophiltry were baffied by the fteady evidence of a witnels, 
whofe name, I think was Morris. 

This gentleman was:a retired officer oa half-pay, who having 
ferved his country with fidelity as a foldier, was determined not 
to difgrace it asa man. © He, therefore, at the end of the war 
before laft, when his regiment was broke, had reforted toa 
{mall town in the weft of England, where he lived in great re- 
{pect and eftimation:by the gentry of the neighbourhood. 

His fteady honefty was foperior to all the arts of chicane; and 
Mr. Dunning’s crofs examination, though conducted with the 
utmott fubtilty, could not break in upon the line of Mr, Mor- 
ris’s teltimony. 

Nettled at the circumftance, and perceiving that his cavfe was 
gene, the celebrated barrifter concluded the bufinefs by atking 
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the witnefs, whether he got moft by his half pay, or by falfe 
{wearing ? 

Captain Morris made no reply,’bat, retiring to his inn, im- 
mediately wrote a challenge te Mr. Dunning for the publicinfult 
he had juft received from him. 

Mr, Danning received this unwelcome paper in court, and 
handed it immediately to the judge; who, not being able to con- 
fider it in any other light than as a contempt of court, ordered 
his tipftaff to bring Mr. Morris immediately before.bim.—The 
town of Bodmin foon rang with the event, and the whole body 
of country gentlemen offered to give fecurity for Mr.-Morris to 
any amount, 

Mr. Dunning found himfelf in an unpleafant fcrape, and by 
the interpofition of the judge, the affair paffed off, 

At the following affizes Mr. Dunning was again engaged in 
the bufinefs of brow-beating, when an arch country fellow, 
under examination, told him, in a farcattic tone, that if he con- 
tinued his out of the way queftions, he would moit certainly 
Captain Morris him. 

‘The court burit into aloud laugh—-Mr. Dunning was de- 
prived of all faculty of reply, and fat down overwhelmed with 


confufion, 





The Danger of fporting with innocent Credulity :- Bxemplia 
fied in the Hiftory of Mifs Harriot Ajpin. 


Hitiec ASPIN was the youngeft of four fifters, who 
in their childhood had.all the profpect of paffiag through 
life with every’ advantage that beauty and fortune can beftow. 
But deftiny ordained it otherwife. ‘The extravagance of their 
father abridged the portion of each, and the little Harriot had 
the additional affliction of perfonal calamities. From a fall which 


“her nurfe occafioned, and concealed, fhe contracted a great de- 


gree of deformity; andthe injuries that her frame had received 
trom accident, were completed in what her countenance fuffered 
from that cruel diltemper, by which beauty was fo frequently 
deltroyed, before’ the happy introduétion of inocatation. Her 
countenance and perfon were wretchedly disfigured ; bat her 
mind ftill poffefied the moft valuable of mental powers, and her 
heart was enibellithed by every generous affection. Her triecacs 
were many ; but fhe had pafled her fortieth year without once 
hearing the addreffes of a fingle lover ; yet the tancied whilper 


of this enchanting paflion often vibrated inher ear ; for, with 
a folid 
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a folid and brilliant undérflanding, the was deeply tin@ured with 
this credulous foible. As the advanced towards fifty, finding 
her income very narrow, and her fituation unpleafant, the took 
fhelter ia. the family of her favourite fifter, married to a rood. 
natured man of eafy fortune ;_ who, though he had feveral 
children, very readily allowed his wife to afford an afylum, and 
edminitter all the comforts in her power, to this unfortunate re- 
lation. 

The good deeds of benevolence rarely, pafs unrewarded.. ‘The 
obliging temper of Harriot, united to infinite wit and vivacity, 
contributed to reftore the declining health of her filter, and ene 
livened the houfe, into which fhe was fo kindly admitted. She 
endeared herfelf to every branch of it; but her fecond nephew, 
whole name is Edward, became her principal favourite, and rg, 
turned her partialsy wid; more eltcem and affection than ne- 
phews are ufed to fecl foran old maiden aunts. _ Indeed there was 
a firsking fimilarity in their charaGters, for they both poflefled 
a very aacommon portion of wit, with extreme gencrofity and 
good. nature. 

Harriot had the moit perfett penetration into the foibles of 
every character but her own, and had the art of treatiag them 
with fuch tender and falutary mirth, that fhe preferved her ne- 
phew, whofe conftitution was amorous and vain, from a thou. 
fand follies, into which the giddinefs of his paflions would other- 
wife have betrayed him ; and what is ftill more to her honour, 
when he was really fallen into fome juvenile ferape, which fome- 
times would happen, fhe. never failed to aflift him, both with 
fecret advice, and the private aid of fuch little [ums of money 
as fhe always contrived to fave from her flender income, for the 
mott generous of purpofes, By her lait beneficence of this 
nature, fhe had enabled her nephew to redeem his gold watch, 
which Edward, who food in awe of his father, had actually 
porate to deliver a poor and unfortunate girl from a {punging- 
houfe. 

It was almof impoflible not to love a maiden aunt of fo ene 
gaging a character; and Edward, whofe affections were na- 
turally ardent, loved her, indeed, moft fincerely ; but bis pene- 
tration difcoyered her foible, and the vivacity of his {pirit often 
tempted him to fport with it. Hitherto, however, he had done 
fo in the mo harmlefs manner; but acircumftance arofe, 
which fully proved the danger of this ordinary diverfion. 

Edwara, being a younger brother, was defigned for the pro- 
feilion of phyfic. He had tudied at Edinburgh, and, retyraing 
from thence to Londoa, had brought with him a medical 
friend, who was a native of Savoy, and was preparing to fertle 
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as a phyfician at Torin, In the gaiety of his heart, Edward: 
informed Harriot, that he had provided her with a hufband ; 
and he enlarged on the excellent qualities of his friend. The 
Savoyard was extremely polite, and, either attra%ted by the plea- 
fantry of her converfation, or touched with medical pity for the 
ftriking infelicity of her diftorted frame, he had paid particular 
attention to Mifs Afpin; for, being yet under fifty, the had not 
affamed the title of Mrs. This particular attention was fully 
fufficient to convince the credulous Harfiot, that her nephew was 
ferious 3 but fhe was unluckily confirmed in that illufion, by his 
faying to her one evening, ** Wel! my dear aunt, my friend is to 
leave England on Monday ; confider, upon your pillow, whe 
ther you will pafsthe Alps, to fettle with him for life, and let 
me know your decifion bictore the week expires.” 

The fportive Edward was very far’ from fuppofing, that 
thefe idle words could be productive of any fatal event ; for the 
health of his aunt was fuch, that he confidered his propofal of 
croffing the Alps full as extravagant as if he had propofed to her 
to fettle in the moon ; but let youth and vigour remember, that 
they feldom can form a juft eftimate of the withes, the thoughts 
and feelings of infirmity. 

Poor Harriot had no fooner retired to her chamber, than fhe 
entered into a profound debate with a favourite maid, who ufed 
to fleep in her room, concerning the dangers of crofling the 
Alps, and the ftate of her health, In this debate both her hear¢ 
and her fancy played the part of very able advocates, and de- 
fended a weak caufe by an aftonifhing variety of arguments in 
its favour. They utterly overpowered her judgement ; but they 
could not bias the funder fentence of Molly, who was fated 
on the bench on this occafion. This honeit girl, who happened 
to have areal lover in England, had many motives to diffuade 
her miftrefs from an extravagant project of fettling in a foreign 
country ; and fhe uttered as many reaions to poor Harridt agaiuft 
the paflage of the Alps, as were urged to the fon of Hamilcat 
by his Carthaginian friends, when he firft calked of traverling 
thofe tremendous mountains, The debate was very warm on 
both fides, and fupported through the greateit part of the night. 
The fpirited Harriot was horribly tatigued by the diftourfe, 
but utterly unconvinced'by the forcible arguments of heroppo- 
nent. She even believed that the journey would prove a-remedy 
for her afthmatic complaints ; her defite of a matrimonial eitab- 
lifhment was full as efficacious as the vinegar of Hanatibal, and 
the Alps melted before it. 

At the dawn of day the had pofitive'y de 
the fortunes of the amiable Savoyari, Tae peace of mind 
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which this decifion produced, aftorded her a fhort flumber; but 
on waking, fhe was very far from being refrefhed, and found 
that her unhappy frame had fuffered fo much from the agitation 
of her fpirits, and the want of her ufual fleep, that fhe was un« 
able to appear at breakfaft, ‘This, however, was acircumftance 
too common toalarm the family ; for though her chearfulnefs 
never forfook her, yet her little portion of ftrength was fre. 
quently exhaufted,and her breath often feemed on the Very point 
of departing from her diminative body. 

Towards noon, her fifter entered her bedchamber, to make a 
kind enquiry concerning her health. It was a warm day in 
{pring ; yet Harriot, who was extremely chilly, had feated her- 
felf in a little low chair, by the fide of a large fire. Her feet 
were ftrangely twifted together, and, leaning forward to reft her 
elbow on her knee, fhe fupported her head on her right hand, 
To the affe€tionate queftions of her fifters fhe mace no reply, 
but flarting from her reverie, walked with apparent difficulty 
acrofs the chamber, and faying, with a feeble and broken voice, 
«* T cannever pafs the Alps,”’ funk down on the fide of her bed, 
and with one deep figh, byt without any convulfive ftruggle, exe 

ired. 

Whether the much-injured and defective organs of her life 
were completely worn out with time, or whether the confli& of 
different affections, which had haraffed her fpirit through the 
night, really fhortened her exiftence, the All-feeing Author can 
alone determine. It is certain, however, that her.death, and the 
peculiar circumflances attending it, produced among her relae 
tions the moft poignant affliction, 

As fhe died without one convulfive motion, her fifter could 
hardly believe her to be dead ; and as this good lady had not at- 
tended to the levities of her fon Edward, the could not compre+ 
hend the laft words of Harriot, till her faithful fervant gave a 
full and -honeft account of the nightly converfation which had 
paffed between herfelf and her departed mifirefs. 

As her nephew Edward was my intimate friend, and I well 
knew his regard for this fingylar little being, I haftened to him 
the firft moment that I heard the was nomore. I found him 
under the ftrongeft impreffion of recent grief, and in the midit of 
felf-accufation fo natural to a gererous {pirit upon fuch an occas 
fion. I endeavoured to comfort him by obferving, that death, 
which ought, perhaps, never to be confidered as an evil, might 
furely be efteemed a blefling to a perfon, whofe unfortunate in- 
firmities of body mult undoubtedly have been a fource of incef> 
fant foffering. 
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Alas !_my dear friend, he replied, both my heart and my une 
derftanding ‘refafe to fub{cribe to the ideas, by which yox fo 
kindly try to confole me. I allow, indeed, that her frame was 
unhappy, and her health moft delicate ; but who had.a keener 
relifh of the genuine pleafures which belong toa lively and a 
cultivated mind, and {fill more, of thofe bigher delights, which 
are at once the teft-and rhe reward of abenevoleatheart ? It is 
true, fhe had her foibles ; but what right had [ to {part with 
them? To me they ought to have been particularly facred ; for 
fhe never looked upon mine, but with the moft generous indul- 

ence, 
. Poor Harriot ! he would frequently exclaim, Poor aunt Har- 
riot! I have bafely abridged thy very weak, but not unjoyous 
exiftence, by. the moft unthinking barbarity. I will, however, 
be tender to thy memory ; and I with thatd cowld warn the 
world againil the dangerous cruelty of jelting with. the credulity 
of every being who may refemble thee. 





An AN ECD OT E. 


HE Arabs, who have the fineft horfes in the world, never 

> beat them; they do not fo much as tie them up; they 

conduét them entirely by careffes, and give them full liberty, 
which they never abefe, 

A poor Arab of the defert had, for the whole of his pro- 
perty, a remarkable ftately horfe., The French Conful, who 
refided at Sidon, propofed. to parchafe it of him, intending to 
fend itto Lewis XIV. The Arab, preffed by want, deliberated 
a long time ; at length he confented, and demanded for ita 
confiderable price. ‘The Conful, not daring of himfelf to pay 
fo large afum, wrote to Verfaillesto obtain leave. Lewis XfV. 
gave orders that the money fhould.be paid, The Confgl.in- 
ftantly fent for the Arab, who arrived moanted on his beautiful 
courfer, and had counted oat to him thé gold which he had de- 
manded, ‘The Arab, covered with a poor mat, made of twifted 
grafts, difmoanted, his eyes fixed updn the gold; he then caft a 
tender look upon his horfe, ighed, andexclaimed, ** To whom 
am I going to deliver you? To thofe Europeans, who will beat 
you, who will tie you up, who wilf render you unhappy! Retarn 
with me, my beautiful creatare, my deareft favourite, who'e 
ficetnefs outitrips the antelope; be the joy of my children!” — 
In pronouncing thefe words, he vaalted upon his back, and took 
the road to the defert, 
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This man was a€luated, perhaps, by a blind impolfe, of 
which he conld give no account ; ‘butin this impulfe how many 
virtues difplay themfelves! There appears in it gratitude, 
pity, tendernefs, and generofity. That cruelty which is.in this 
country fo frequently practifed, betrays a fiercenefs of temper, 
an hardnefs of heart, which places the inhabitants of the mot 
enlightened nation in the world, infinitely below the wildet 
favage. 





Anfiuer, by R. Rowesof Probus, to T. Andrews’s Queftion, 
infer ted dugufl 7. 


BY the known tule I find the diameter of the circle to 
be 100 feet; heice the area of the fegment formed by 
the greater chord = 2576,608- fest, -mihus the area of the 
fegment formed by the lefler chord = 429,66 feet, is = 
2146,948 feet = the areaof the required zone. 





Anfwer, by J. Baft, of Exeter, 10-7, Shoel’s enigmatical Lift of 
Heathen Gods, inferted Auguft 14. 


1. Japiter.. | , 7~ Hymea. 

2. Apolio, ro? Se; Platos 

3, Pais +1 © vg. Mercery. 
4~ Neptune,’ 1@ Mars! 
5. Cupid’ 14. Bacchus: 

6. Vuleas. 12. Momus. 


a ee 


*/* We have received the like anfwer from W. Goodden, 
of Somerton ;'J. Herman, ‘6f *Bridgwater’; ‘T’. Pafmore, of 
Zeer; T. Whicker, of Exeter # J? Goole, ot St. Breock; and 
a lady and J. Wheeler, of St. Auitie. 





Anfuer, by J.T. C. of Plymouth, to Martinus Scriblerus’s Chae 
rade, inferted O&aber'g. 


» EAR Scriblergs, I plainly fee, 
BRIDEWELL?’s the plate you’d have us find ; 


Never, O never may I be 
Within its dreary walls confin’d. 
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§|§ We have received the like anfwer from J.C. of Brid- 
port; W. Paul, of Blackdown; E. Sherman, of Ugborough ; 
P. Gove, of Exeter; and W. T. Stenotaford, of Calftock. 





Anfwser , by F. Quant, of Hinton St. George, to F.T.C.’s Rebus, 
énferted September 4. 


OUR rebus to find, I read it twice o’er, 
And found a COD fith the fame would explore. 


Itt We have received the like anfwer from T. Petvin, of 
Street; W. Goodden, of Somerton; J. White, of Chard; 
E, Sherman, of Ugborough; and J. Wheeler, of St. Auftle. 





Anfwer, by W. Cory, of Cranborne, to Vates’s Rebus, inferted 
September 11. 


*M, cosvinc’d that the metal is 7iz, 
| The Mouth is a partof the face; 
Conneéted, ’tis plain to be feen, 
That TINMOUTH’s the name of the place. 


ti} We have received the like anfwer from T. Petvin, of 
Street; W. Fowler, of Bridport; J. Goole, of St. Breock ; 
T. K. of Marthalfea; J. White, of Chard; W. Paul, of 
Blackdown; T. Whicker, W. O. and W. Drewe, of Exeter ; 
E, Sherman, of Ugborough; F. Colling, of Calftock; and 
J. C. Squire, of Plymouth, 





Anfwer, by F. Bafty of. Exeter, to Vates’s Rebus, inferted 
September 25. 


F, Sir, to New.a Ton you join, 
*T will glorious NEWTON call to mind. 


+tt We have received the like anfwer from J. C. of Brid- 
port; G. Kingman, of Buckland-Newton; T. K. of Marfhal- 
fea; T. Whicker, W. Drewe, and P. Gove, of Exeter; 
Edward Sherman, of Ugborough; A. Drake, vf Chudleigh ; 
P, Maunder, of Modbury; W. ‘T. Stentaford, of Calitock ; 
and J. T. C, of Plymouth. 
3R2 Anf/wer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Bafkerville, of Plymouth, to Vates’s Rebus, inferted 


Ofober 2. 


P aris, I find is Priam’s fon’; 
O rion a fouthern.contteilation ; 
P an, a god of fhepherds, held in fame; 
E urydice the chalte, of an immortal name; 
The initials join’d, dear fir, will thew, 
POPE is the name you’d bring to view, 
+§4+ We have received the like anfwer from G. Plowman, 
of Eaft-Coker; J. Quant, of Hinton St. George; W. Drewe, 
P. Gove, and T, Whicker, of Exeter; and. J..C. Squire, of 
»lymouth, 





Anfwer, by W. Fowler, of Bridport, to Higolily’s Rebus, inferted 
September 18. 
HE parts you mention I did join, 
i And DOLLAR proves to be the coin. 
t§t We have received the like anfwet frem T. K. of Mar- 
fhalfea ; E. Sherman, of Ugborough; and. J. T. C, of Ply- 
mouth. 





Anfwver, by T. Ring, of Marfoalfea, to Sobrius’s Enigma, inferted 
September 25» 


HAT you’ve endeayour’d to conceal, 
A, HOUSE, I think, will foon reveal. 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from T. Petvin, of 
Street; and W. Drewe, of Exeter. 





A QUESTION. 


All you that wifh my name to know, 
Solve the equations here below. 
Given u+w+x=24 
wtxty=23 
x+y+2z=29 
uty+z>46 
w t-Zz= 
ad a N. B, The 





































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 501 


ed N. B. The value of u, w, x, y, and z denotes the let- 
ters of the alphabet that compofe my name. 





4n ANAGRAM, by F. Coiling, of Calfock. 


O obferve, if rightly you tranfpofe, 
A town you quickly will difclofe. 


4 








an, 
~ A RE B U &. 
of 
WO-THIRDS of a fifh, and the fame of a town, 
=a Connett, and my name will be eafily found. 
ted 
dn ENIGMA, éy Martinus Scribleras. 
N ancient pedigree I claim, 
™ A Renown’d amonpft the lifts of fame ; 


% Lord of 3 manor, and abound 

y In waftes and vacant fpots of ground. 
In various forms I can appear, 

A king, a ftatefman, and.a.peer ; 

ad A foldier, lawyer, politician, 

Parfon, merchant, or phyfician's 

A year, a day, a month, or hour, 

A fam of money, or a dower. 
Thoufands of faldiers I fupply, 
And in fea-fervice find employ. 

of Oft in front boxes you may fee 

Some perfons of my family. 

Full many a brother I nave known 
— Oft rife to perfons.of renown, 

To wealth and va importance: {fwell, 
Till fome great perfonages tell 
What happy man fhall now fupply 
Thofe honours | am doom’d-tofly. 


Seed pa eee PPP ee eee 





Our corre/pondents who fend us queftions; anagrams, rebuffes, See 
are defired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
wu, not expect to fee what they fend inferted. 
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OETRY,. 
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Part of anirregular Fragment, foundina dark Paffage in 
the Tower. 


[From Poems by Mifs Helen Maria Williams. ] 
[Continued from page 480, and concluded.| 


VIL, 


OW his thrilling accents die, 
His hhape elades my fearching eye— 

But who is he*, convuls’d with pain, 

That writhes in every {welling vein ? 

Yet in fo deep, fo wild a groan, 
A fharper anguith feems to live 
Than life’s expiring pang can give :— 
He dies deferted and alone— 
If pity can allay thy woes, 
Sad fpirit, they thall find r 
Thy friend, thy long-lov’d friend is near ! 
He comes to poor the parting tear, 

He comes to catch the parting breath.— 
Ah Heaven! no melting look he wears ; 
His alter’d eye with vengeance glares ; 
Each frantic paffion at his foul, 

Tis he has dafh’d that venom’d bowl 
With agony and death. 


VIII. 


But whence arofe that folemn call ? 


Yon bloody phantom waves his hand, 
And 


* Sir Thomas Overbury, poifoned in the Tower by Somerfete 
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And beckons me to deeper gloom— 
Reft, troubled form! I come— 
Some anknown power my: fep-impels* 
To horror’s fecret’ thells— 
«* For thee I faife this fable pall, ' 
<© It throuds'a ghaftly band: 
«* Stretch’d beneath, thy eye thall trace, 
*¢ A mangled regal race : 
«¢ A thoufand fans have roll’d fince light 
** Rufh’d on their folid' night 
«¢ See, o’er that tender frame grim famine hangs, 
«* And mocks a mother’s patigs 1 
«¢ The laft, laft' drop which warm’d her veins 
«¢ That meagre infarit drains, 
«* Then gnaws her fond, fattaining breaft— 
*¢ Stretch’d on her feeble knees, bého!d 
«¢ Another viétim finks to lafting reft— 
«¢ Another yet her matron arms would fold 
¢¢ Who ftrives to reach her matron arms in vain— 
“© Too weak her watted form to raife, 
«¢ On him fhe bends her eager gazé } 
** She fees the foft iniploring eye 
«© That afks her dear embrace, thé cure of pain. 
«© She fees her-child at diftance’die— 
«© But now her fteadfaft heart can bear 
«« Unmov’d, the preflureof defpair. 
«« When firft the winds of winter’ urge their courfe 
«¢ O’er the pure ftream, whofe'current ‘fmoothly glides, 
«* The heaving river fwells i its troubled tides 5 
«© But when the bitter blaft with keener force, 
<* O’er the high wave an icy fetter throws, 
«« The harden’d wave is fix’d in ‘dead repofe,”——— 
IX. 
Say who that hoary form ?, alone he ftands, 
** And meekly lifts his wither’d hands— 
** His white beard ftreams with blood— 
*¢ T fee him witha {mile deride 
** The wounds that pierce his fhrivell’d fide, 
** Whence flows a purple flood— 
«* But fudden pangs his bofom.tear— 
** On one big drop, of deeper die, 
«* T fee him fix his haggard eye 
*¢ In dark and w Hild defp air! 
«« That fanguine drop which wakes his woes, 
*¢ Say, fpirit, whence its fource,”’ ——_. 
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** Afk no more its fource to know— 

** Ne’er fhall mortal eye explore 

** Whence.flow’d that drop of human gore, 
«* Till the ftarting dead thall saife, 


** Unchain’d.from earth, and mount the tkies, 
<* And time thail.end his fated courfe.””>——— 
“* Now th? unfathom’d depth behold— 

** Look but once! a fecond glance 
‘* Wraps.a heart of human mold 

*¢ In death’s eternal trance.”——— 


° X, 

That fhapelefs phantom finking flow 
Deep down the vait abyfs below, 
Darts, through the mifts that fhroud his frame, 
A horror nature hates to name |” === 
Mortal, could thine eyes behold 
All thofe fullen mifts enfold, 
Thy finews at the fight accori 
Would wither, and thy heart-ftrings burft, 
Death would grafp with icy hand 
And drag thee to our grizly band— 
Away ! the grizly pall I fpread, 
And give to reft th’ unquiet dead— 
Hafte ! ere its horrid fhroud enclofe 
«* Thy form, benumb’d with wild affright, 
*¢ And plunge thee far through wailes of night, 
In yon black galph’s abhors’d repofe !” —— 
As ftarting at each ftep, I fy, 
Why backward turns my frantic eye, 

That clofing portal pat ?— 


Two fullen thades, half-feen, advance ! 


On me a blafting look they caft, 


And fix my view with dang’rous {pells, 


Where burning frenzy dwells !— 


Again! their vengeful look—and now a fpeechlefi— 


* * * * * * 
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RPT :4,.P ud, 


ERE lies the body of honeft Peg, 
Who had no iffuet but in her leg ; 
but the was fo extremely cunoing, 
That while one leg ftood ftill, the other was ranning. 


he wasa fingle w n, and had an iffue wi her leg. 
S sa {ingle woman, and had an iff her leg 








